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Port truckers sta\ off work to protest labor conditions

PoVWed b\ Mike Lindblom

ShoUW-haXl WUXckeUV along Whe SeaWWle ZaWeUfUonW aUe VWaUWing Wo oUgani]e and acW poliWicall\, afWeU
\eaUV of meUel\ gUXmbling aboXW WheiU loZ pa\ and ZoUking condiWionV.

ThiV Zeek, aboXW 200 dUiYeUV haYe VWa\ed off Whe job inVWead of deliYeUing conWaineUV Wo Whe BNSF
RailZa\ \aUd in Sodo, accoUding Wo VeYeUal paUWicipanWV in Whe VloZdoZn. AW leaVW Vome ZoUk haV
conWinXed XVing oWheU dUiYeUV.

WaWeUfUonW WUXckeUV aUe W\picall\ claVVified aV "independenW conWUacWoUV" and paid $40 Wo $44
peU load. AfWeU Vpending mone\ Wo inVXUe and mainWain WheiU aging WUXckV, dUiYeUV aYeUage aUoXnd
$30,000 a \eaU neW income. The\ aUe noW alloZed Wo XVe UeVWUoomV aW Whe poUW gaWeV, and Va\ Whe\
aUe VomeWimeV called Whe N-ZoUd oU animalV.

"IW lookV like Alabama -- WhiV iV in SeaWWle, WeVW SeaWWle!" Vaid A\nalem Moba, a leadeU in Whe neZ
SeaWWle PoUW TUXckeUV AVVociaWion.

MeanZhile, Whe LegiVlaWXUe iV conVideUing HoXVe Bill 2527, Wo make Vhipping companieV
UeVponVible foU an\ defecWV in chaVViV and conWaineUV, inVWead of Whe WUXckeUV -- Zho aUe ciWed foU
VafeW\ YiolaWionV in VZeepV b\ Whe SWaWe PaWUol. Do]enV of WUXckeUV VWopped UXnning caUgo Wo
aWWend a commiWWee heaUing Monda\ in Ol\mpia.

The WUXckeUV, man\ of Zhom aUe immigUanWV fUom eaVW AfUica, aUe paUW of a naWional conWUoYeUV\.
The TeamVWeUV aUe WU\ing Wo eiWheU oUgani]e Whem oU Veek changeV in fedeUal laZ Wo impUoYe
ZoUking condiWionV; Vome 400 WUXckeUV gaWheUed aW a TXkZila Xnion hall WedneVda\ nighW,
accoUding Wo WUXckeUV and TeamVWeUV UepUeVenWaWiYeV.


