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The port trucking industry generates low-wage jobs and high levels of pollution. Nationwide, port 
authorities have sought to replicate the success of the Clean Truck Program in Los Angeles, but are 
being deterred by a trucking special interest group that has recently dismantled the EPA award-
winning policy in court. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) is sponsoring the Clean Ports Act of 2011 
andin the U.S. House, Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) is spearheading a companion bill (H.R. 572) with 56 
other Representatives. The Clean Ports Act of 2011 will clearly affirm that local ports possess the 
regulatory authority to enact and enforce Clean Truck Programs that adequately respond to 
environmental, public health, labor, and safety concerns. 
 
The media coverage, reports, and other materials linked here show why local governments need 
action from Washington to reduce emissions, create green jobs, improve public health, and help 
responsible businesses grow and compete as part of our national economic recovery strategy. 
 
Over 150 Organizations Nationwide Support Federal Legislation, including:  
American Rights at Work 
American Stevedoring, Inc. 
Apollo Alliance 
BlueGreen Alliance 
California Democratic Party 
Change to Win 
Church Council of Greater Seattle 
Center for Environmental Health 
Clean Air Task Force  
Coalition for Clean Air 
Colombia Waterfront Neighborhood Association 
Consumer Federation of California 
Crowley Maritime Corporation 
Drum Major Institute for Public Policy 
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy 
East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice 
Environment America 
Friends of the Earth 
Green for All 
Interfaith Worker Justice 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 

Ironbound Community Corporation 
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights 
Long Beach Alliance for Children with Asthma 
Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO 
National Employment Law Project 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
New Jersey Environmental Federation 
New York Environmental Justice Alliance 
New York League of Conservation Voters 
Partnership for Working Families 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Service Employees International Union 
Sierra Club 
Steel Workers of America 
Teachers Association of Long Beach 
Transportation for America 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
UNITE HERE  
United Food & Commercial Workers Union 
Washington Association of Churches 
Washington State Democratic Party 

 

      
Video: May 5th Congressional Hearing Highlights     Video: Mayors Mike Bloomberg & Cory Booker 

    Subcommittee on Highways & Transit    Protecting Local Clean Truck Programs Nationwide 

 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112hr572ih/pdf/BILLS-112hr572ih.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/Clean-Ports-Act-of-2011_House1-pager.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/about-us/
http://vimeo.com/12775266
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqG60jAtpNQ&feature=player_embedded


In the Media: Local Ports, National Problems Require a Clear Regulatory Solution 
 
How Some Employers Skirt Paying Benefits 
 CBS National News, December 2, 2011 
Trucking Industry Spokesperson Slips Up and Admits “Independent Contractors” are Employees 
 The Daily Kos, December 2, 2011 
Port Truck Replacement Plan Flawed, Activists Say 
 Patch.com, September 15, 2011 
South Seattle residents, scientists look for answers on air pollution’s health threats 
 Crosscut, July 14, 2011 
Truck Drivers Sue Large Port Newark Trucking Company Over Pay Deductions 
 Newark Star-Ledger, July 6, 2011 
California Assembly to Vote on Port Trucker Classification 
 Journal of Commerce, May 5, 2011 
Op-ed: Must Take Wall Street Trickery Out of Trucking   

 Oakland Tribune, CA Assembly Member Sandré Swanson, April 26, 2011 
CA Attorney General Asks Court to Uphold Port’s Clean Truck Program 

Bureau of National Affairs, February 24, 2011 
Port Bill Keeps on Truckin’ 

CQ Weekly, Feb. 21, 2011 
Who’s Driving the Driver? Labor Groups Say Their Study Shows Port Drivers Are Being Misclassified 

Journal of Commerce, Dec. 20, 2010 

Authorities Crack Down on Firms That Misclassify Workers 
USA Today, Dec. 13, 2010 

‘We are at the Mercy of God’: Port Drivers Lack Labor Rights and Pay Taxes 
 La Opinión, Dec. 8, 2010 
Unions Want Limit on Firms’ Use of Contractors 

Wall Street Journal, Dec. 8, 2010 
Truckers Say LA’s ‘Green’ Port Costs Them Money  

Los Angeles Times, Dec. 7, 2010 
IRS Says California Drayage Operator Improperly Classified Driver 

Transport Topics, Dec. 6, 2010 
Op-ed: National Legislation Would Help New York Replace Old Vehicles; Improve Air Quality 
 Newsday, Elizabeth Yeampierre, UPROSE & George Miranda, IBT Joint Council 16, Sept. 9, 2010 
A Long Haul: How the Gov’t Policy to Modernize Trucks Collides with its Policies to Promote High-Wage Jobs 
 American Prospect, September 6, 2010 
Judge: LA Port’s Clean Trucks Program Can Proceed 
 Associated Press, Aug. 27, 2010 
Op-ed: Ports Trade Tricks for Greener Jobs 
 Politico, Carl Pope, Sierra Club & James P. Hoffa, IBT, July 29, 2010 
Nadler Floats ‘Clean Ports’ Bill  
 The Hill, July 29, 2010 
CA Ports’ Truck Lease-to-Own Deal Merit Investigation 
 Transport Topics, May 11, 2010 
Congress to Scrutinize Harbor Truck Leasing  
 Journal of Commerce, May 6, 2010 

Ports of Contention  
 Roll Call, May 5, 2010 
Filters Proving Costly to Truckers 
 Oakland Tribune, April 26, 2010 
Port of Los Angeles Receives FMC Chairman's Inaugural Earth Day Award 
 Federal Maritime Commission News, April 21, 2010 
Clean Trucks Called too Costly for Contractors  
 Journal of Commerce, April 15, 2010 
New York Is on Board with LA Truck Plan  
 Long Beach Press-Telegram, Mar. 16, 2010 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-500202_162-57335427/how-some-employers-skirt-paying-benefits/?tag=contentMain;contentBody#comments
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2011/12/02/1041744/-Trucking-industry-spokesman-slips-up-and-admits-independent-contractors-areemployees?detail=hide&via=blog_799859
http://carrollgardens.patch.com/articles/port-truck-replacement-plan-flawed-activists-say
http://crosscut.com/2011/06/14/port-seattle/21014/South-Seattle-residents%2C-scientists-look-for-answers-on-air-pollution-s-health-threats/
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2011/07/truck_drivers_sue_large_port_n.html
http://www.joc.com/government-regulation/assembly-decide-fate-drayage-trucker-classification
http://www.insidebayarea.com/opinion/ci_17933817
http://www.insidebayarea.com/opinion/ci_17933817
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/02.24.11DLR_AGHarrisAmicus.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Port-Bill-Keeps-on-Truckin-CQ-Weekly-2-21-11.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/12.16.10JOCTheBigRig.pdf
http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/employment/2010-12-13-contractjobs13_ST_N.htm
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/pdf/La_Opinion_december_article_Eng.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703963704576006000973346880.html#printMode
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/LATimes-Front-Page-120710.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/11.06.09DailyJournalTTSIwagesuit.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/pdf/09.09.10NewsdayOped.pdf
http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=a_long_haul
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100827/ap_on_bi_ge/us_port_pollution/print
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0710/40369.html
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/The_Hill_E2_Morning_Round_Up_Nadler_Floats_Clean_Ports_Bill.pdf
http://www.healthyports.org/fileadmin/files_nynj/05.11.10TransportTopicsLeaseInvestigation.pdf
http://healthyports.com/fileadmin/files_nynj/05.06.10JOC_CongresstoScrutinizeLeases.pdf
http://healthyports.com/fileadmin/files_nynj/Roll_Call_-_Ports_of_Contention.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/04.26.10_OakTrib_Filters_proving_costly_to_truckers.pdf
http://www.fmc.gov/speeches/newsrelease.asp?SPEECH_ID=314
http://www.joc.com/maritime/port-coalition-calls-clean-trucks-too-costly-contractors
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/03.16.10NY_LA.pdf


Clearing the Air at American Ports 
New York Times, Feb. 26, 2010 

Activists, Union Fight for Cleaner Trucks in Newark 
NPR All Things Considered, Nov. 27, 2009 

Cleaner-Trucks Mandate Will Create Hardships at Port of Oakland 
 New York Times, Oct. 30, 2009 
Op-ed: Driving Toward Cleaner Air at Our Nation’s Ports  
 Huffington Post, Peter Lehner, NRDC & Carl Pope, Sierra Club, Oct. 28, 2009 
Op-ed: Clean Trucks: One Year Later  
 Huffington Post, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Oct. 1, 2009 
Port Groups Look to Congress for Guidance as Legal Battle Stalls 
 Energy & Environment Daily, July 9, 2009 
Clean Air Program Revs Up Truck Sales 
 Los Angeles Business Journal, May 25, 2009 
Study: Independent Truckers Struggling 
 Associated Press, Mar. 13, 2009 
Op-ed: An Overhaul of New York’s Port Rules Would Bring Vital Jobs to the State 
 New York Daily News, Rep. Jerry Nadler & Andrea Batista Schlesinger, Jan. 21, 2009 
Attorney General Brown Sues 2 Port Trucking Firms over Labor Practices   
 Los Angeles Times, Sept. 7, 2009 
Trucking Companies on Board with Ports’ Clean-Air Plans 
 Los Angeles Times, Sept. 6, 2008  
Truckers who Keep Port Humming Pushed to Brink as Costs Soar (& video)   

Seattle Times, June 15, 2008  
 

Unsafe Trucks Stream Out of LA Ports 
 Los Angeles Times, Jan. 21, 2008 
On the Job with a Port Trucker  
 Miami Herald, Sept. 30, 2007 
 
A Solution Worth Fighting For: Political Letters of Support 
The Leadership Conference on Civil & Human Rights to the Senate May 25, 2011 
The Leadership Conference on Civil & Human Rights to the House Jan. 31, 2011 
NY Attorney General Andrew Cuomo, Supporting Clean Ports Act of 2010 Sept. 23, 2010 
BlueGreen Alliance to House Representatives Sept. 20, 2010 
Coalition for Clean & Safe Ports Seattle/Tacoma to WA Delegation Sept. 17, 2010 
Apollo Alliance to Rep. Jerrold Nadler July 24, 2010 
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights to House Representatives July 22, 2010 
California Democratic Party Resolution July 18, 2010  
American Stevedoring, Inc. to Chairman James Oberstar June 1, 2010 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler, 78 House Members to Chairman Oberstar, Rep. John Mica April 27, 2010 
113 Environmental, Labor, Civic, Business Groups to Chairman Oberstar, Rep. Mica April 22, 2010 
Seattle City Council to Senator Patty Murray Feb. 8, 2010 
Seattle Mayor Mike McGinn to Senator Murray Jan. 22, 2010 
Oakland Mayor Ron Dellums to Chairman Oberstar Nov. 6, 2009 
Rep. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz to Chairman Oberstar, Rep. Mica Nov. 5, 2009 
Broward County, FL Mayor Stacy Ritter to Senator Bill Nelson Oct. 23, 2009 
Senator Robert Menendez to Chairman Jay Rockefeller, Rep. Kay Bailey Hutchinson Oct. 6, 2009 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District  to Chairman Oberstar Sept. 2, 2009  
Natural Resources Defense Council & Sierra Club to Chairman Oberstar Aug. 21, 2009  
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey to Rep. Jerrold Nadler July 30, 2009  
Board of Port Commissioners, City Of Oakland Resolution on a Federal Fix July 7, 2009  
California Members of Congress to Chairman Oberstar June 19, 2009 
Federal Maritime Commission Withdrawal of its Challenge to LA/LB Programs June 16, 2009 
Bay Area Members of Congress to the Port of Oakland Mar. 23, 2009  
California Members of Congress to the Federal Maritime Commission Jan. 7, 2009 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/26/business/26ports.html
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=120896279
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/30/us/30sftruckers.html?_r=2
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peter-lehner/driving-toward-clean-air_b_336687.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/antonio-villaraigosa/clean-trucks-one-year-lat_b_307158.html
http://www.healthyports.org/fileadmin/files_nynj/Greenwire_7_24_09.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/05.25.09LABJCTPRevsTruckSales.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/03.13.09APRutgersStudy.pdf
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2009/01/22/2009-01-22_keep_on_truckin_an_overhaul_of_new_yorks.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2009/01/22/2009-01-22_keep_on_truckin_an_overhaul_of_new_yorks.html
http://healthyports.org/fileadmin/files_nynj/09.07.08LATA-Gsues.pdf
http://articles.latimes.com/2008/sep/06/business/fi-ports6
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2004477988_immigranttruckers15m.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9v9q5QTSN4
http://articles.latimes.com/2008/jan/21/local/me-trucks21
http://healthyports.org/fileadmin/files_nynj/Miami_Herald_093007.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/5_25_11-Letter-to-Senate-Re-Clean-Ports-Act-Cosponsorship.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/LCCR-Support-Letter-for-CPA-2011.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/AGs-Clean-Ports-Act-of-2010-9-23-10-Ltr.pdf
http://www.bluegreenalliance.org/admin/publications/files/Support-Rep.-Nadlers-Clean-Ports-Act-BlueGreen-Alliance.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/SeattleCCSPtoWADelegationLetterCPA9.17.10.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Apollo_Alliance_LOS_Clean_Ports_Act_of_2010.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Leadership_Conference_for_Civil_and_Human_Rights_LOS.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/CADemParty_RES_Support_Clean_Truck_Program.pdf
http://healthyports.org/fileadmin/files_nynj/ASI_Letter_in_Support_of_CPA2010.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Nadler_Clean_Ports_Ltr_to_Oberstar_Final.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Letter_to_Oberstar_and_Mica__04_22_10.pdf
http://oakland.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Seattle_City_Council_Letter__Murray__020810.pdf
http://oakland.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Mayor_Michael_McGinn_ltr_to_Patty_Murray.pdf
http://oakland.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Mayor_Dellums_FAAAA_Amendment_Support_Letter_to_Oberstar.PDF
http://healthyports.org/fileadmin/files_nynj/Wasserman_Schultz_F4ALetter_11_5_09.pdf
http://oakland.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Mayor_Stacy_Ritter_FL_Senators.pdf
http://www.healthyports.org/fileadmin/files_nynj/Menendez_Letter_10_26_09.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/BAQMDletter.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/NRDC-SC_letter_to_Oberstar_8-21-09.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/nadler_aaaa.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/OaklandResolution.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Ca_MOC_Letter_to_Oberstar.pdf
http://www.fmc.gov/speeches/newsrelease.asp?SPEECH_ID=281
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Lee_Final_Letter_to_Port_of_Oakland_on_Clean_and_Safe_Ports_Program__2_.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/MOCLetterToFMC0109.pdf


Senator Frank Lautenberg to the Federal Maritime Commission Oct. 14, 2008 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to the Federal Maritime Commission April 18, 2008 
Senator Barbara Boxer to LA Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa Mar. 19, 2008 
Senator Hillary Clinton to Mayors Villaraigosa, Dellums, Foster Dec. 13, 2007 
Senator Barack Obama to Mayors Villaraigosa, Dellums, Foster Nov. 2, 2007 
 

The Facts: Key Research and Economic Analyses 
The Big Rig: Poverty, Pollution and the Misclassification of Truck Drivers at America’s Ports 

National Employment Law Project, Change to Win, Dr. David Bensman (Rutgers), Dec. 2010 
Longer Hours, Lower Wages & Little Hope: A Snapshot of U.S. Port Truck Drivers’ Livelihoods Since 
Industry Lobbies Have Crippled Clean Truck Programs 

Coalition for Clean & Safe Ports (Survey sponsored by Public Welfare Foundation), Oct. 2010 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Hearing: Assessing the Implementation and Impacts of 
the Clean Truck Programs at the Port of Los Angeles and the Port of Long Beach  

U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Highways & Transit, May 2010 
From Clean to Clunker: The Economics of Emissions Control 
 Sierra Club, BlueGreen Alliance, LAANE, Intl. Brotherhood of Teamsters, April 2010 
Clean Truck Program Fact Sheet and Cargo Move Analysis 
 Port of Los Angeles, Spring 2010 
Port Trucking Down the Low Road: A Sad Story of Deregulation 

Demos, July 2009 
Economic Impact Analysis of the Port of Oakland’s Comprehensive Truck Management Program 
 Beacon Economics (commissioned by the Port of Oakland), Apr. 2009 
Clean Truck Program Options Analysis 
 Boston Consulting Group (commissioned by the Port of Los Angeles), Mar. 2008 
Foreclosure on Wheels: Long Beach’s Truck Program Puts Drivers at High Risk for Default 

NAACP, League of United Latin American Citizens, Consumer Federation of California, Intl. 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, Aug. 2008 

Driving on Fumes: Port Truck Drivers Face Elevated Health Risks from Diesel Pollution 
 Natural Resources Defense Council, Dec. 2007 
The Road to Shared Prosperity: The Regional Economic Benefits of the Ports’ Clean Trucks Programs 

LAANE (commissioned by the Coalition for Clean & Safe Ports), Aug. 2007 
 
The Coalition for Clean & Safe Ports is a unique partnership of environmental, public health, community, labor, faith, business, 
civil rights, and environmental justice organizations that promote sustainable economic development at ports coast to coast to 
make the port trucking system a less polluting, more competitive generator of good quality jobs for residents, workers and 
business alike. We are over 150 organizations strong nationwide. Visit us at www.cleanandsafeports.org to learn more about our 
efforts at the federal level and in Los Angeles, Long Beach, Oakland, Seattle, Tacoma, New York, Newark and South Florida. 

http://oakland.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Lautenberg_FMC_Ltr_10_14_08.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Speaker_to_FMC_Clean_Trucks_Program_4_18_08.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Barbara_Boxer_031908.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Clinton_Letter.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Obama_Letter.pdf
http://nelp.3cdn.net/000beaf922628dfea1_cum6b0fab.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Port-Driver-Survey-Oct-2010.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Port-Driver-Survey-Oct-2010.pdf
http://transportation.house.gov/hearings/hearingDetail.aspx?NewsID=1161
http://transportation.house.gov/hearings/hearingDetail.aspx?NewsID=1161
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/04_15_10Clean_To_ClunkerRelease.pdf
http://cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/04_15_10Clean_To_ClunkerRelease.pdf
http://www.portoflosangeles.org/ctp/CTP_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://www.portoflosangeles.org/CTP/CTP_Cargo_Move_Analysis.pdf
http://demos.org/publication.cfm?currentpublicationID=9DCA474F-3FF4-6C82-5517F7989318548B
http://www.portofoakland.com/pdf/CTMP_Beacon_Final.pdf
http://www.portoflosangeles.org/CTP/CTP_Analysis.pdf
http://www.consumercal.org/downloads/Foreclosure%20on%20Wheels.pdf
http://www.nrdc.org/health/effects/driving/driving.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/fileadmin/files_editor/Road_to_Shared_Prosperity.pdf
http://www.cleanandsafeports.org/

	Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Hearing: Assessing the Implementation and Impacts of the Clean Truck Programs at the Port of Los Angeles and the Port of Long Beach
	U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Highways & Transit, May 2010

